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DATE:

October 12, 2009
FROM:
Christopher Suneson, RLA, Director
RE:
Board of Construction Appeals


* * * PRESS RELEASE * * *

The City of Bella Vista is currently considering legislation that would adopt local amendments to the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code. This legislation would create a Board of Construction Appeals. In anticipation of passing the ordinance adopting the Code and the subsequent creation of the Board, the City is currently seeking volunteers to serve as Board members for varying terms.


The Board of Construction Appeals serves two main functions. First, the Board would hear appeals of interpretation by the administrative and enforcement authority regarding the technical codes regulating building and systems construction. The Board would also decide petitions for variances from the literal interpretation of the technical codes. 

The Board consists of five members. All Board members are appointed by the Mayor and approved by the City Council. Initial appointments to the Board include: one member for a term of one year; two members for a term of two years, and two members for a term of three years. Thereafter, Board members would serve for a term of three years.


  All members of the Board must be qualified electors residing in the City and may not hold other municipal offices. All members must have experience and training to pass on matters pertaining to building construction. For those seeking appointment, a professional background in architecture, engineering, home building, plumbing, HVA/C installation, electrical, and general contracting is desirable.

Interested parties should stop by the City administrative offices at 416 Town Center Northeast between 8:00 am – 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday, to pick up an application. Alternatively, the application may be downloaded at www.bellavistacityar.com. All applications should be returned by November 30, 2009.
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