TOWN OF BELLA VISTA

TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

January 22, 2007

Highlands Crossing Conference Room, Lower Level

CALL:  Mayor Frank Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL:  Mayor Anderson, Aldermen Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes and Berdine and Recorder/Treasurer Wilms.  Recorder Wilms declared a quorum present.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

CITIZEN INPUT/PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  Jim Parsons,29 Duvall Lane, stated the Patriots are asking if the Town would allow a drop box at the Town Offices to provide for collection of materials that would go into a time capsule for the year 2007.  This would be sealed and buried in late March, with the hope it will be dug up in 2107.  Mayor Anderson indicated the Town would welcome the collection box.


Wally Sheldon, 1 Bladow Lane, raised two issues of concern:  1)representation on the Benton County Solid Waste District Board, to which the City can appoint one member to serve. POA Administrator Tommy Bailey will certify the Bella Vista population as being over 2,000.  He presented the Mayor with a proxy that could be completed by the Mayor and given to Mr. Bailey for the next meeting on March 25.    2) Recommended the Town consider enacting an ordinance requiring the pumping of septic tanks.  The fly over report was presented to the POA meeting and it does show there may be some septic systems leaching into the lakes.

Mike Hickey, 10 Rannoch Drive, suggested the Town and POA consider sharing offices at the newly remodeled Country Club.

MINUTES OF JANUARY 8, 2007:   The minutes were approved as printed.

COMMENTS:  Mayor Anderson noted that the press has reported changes in some of the services provided.  He stated the Town has not taken over any services and the POA is currently responsible for Police, Fire and Streets.  At some point the Town/City will be taking over these services but contracts will be needed.  He anticipated nothing would happen until summer.  He also reported that the Town has begun some housekeeping items and we have an office with business hours on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

ORDINANCE – RELATING TO MEETING DATES, TIMES, PROCEDURES -

Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to suspend rules and read the Ordinance by title only as the Council has been provided with a prior copy.

Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  Nays:  None.

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

Mayor Anderson read the proposed Ordinance by title only.

Motion Farner, second Berdine, to amend  paragraph A 3, Notification to News Media as follows:  In the event of a special meeting, the Mayor or Alderman calling the special meeting Recorder/Treasurer shall notify the local news media ….

Discussion followed indicating the Mayor or Alderman might be able to get the notice out faster than having to first contact the Recorder/Treasurer; Alderman may not have the correct contacts for the news media; but that can be provided to them.

Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  Nays:  None.  Motion to amend carried unanimously.

It was questioned if two Aldermen meet to discuss calling a special meeting would that be in violation of the Freedom of Information Act.  Mayor Anderson indicated it could be, because we have only five Aldermen.

In paragraph A – 4, a sentence was duplicated.  

Discussion was held on paragraph A-6, Quorum, and whether the Mayor should have a vote to establish a quorum.  If the Mayor would vote to establish the quorum, and because we are a small Council of only five, it could mean that a very small number of Aldermen would actually be making the decisions.  Paragraph left as drafted.

Paragraph A – 8, strike (Citizen Communication Time). 

Motion Hutchinson, second Farner, to amend the Ordinance by adding “The Police Chief or an on-duty Police Officer, shall attend all regular and special meetings of the City Council.”

Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  Nays:  None.  Motion to amend carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

Motion Berdine, second Borhauer, to amend Section B-1 by adding:

“Shall provide, by ordinance, the procedure and authority for the purchase, disposal or exchange of equipment, material, supplies, services or other items necessary to conduct the business of the City of Bella Vista, Arkansas.

May waive the requirements of competitive bidding in exceptional situations where this procedure is deemed not feasible or practical.

May, in an effort to assist in the administration of municipal affairs and to facilitate the proper and efficient execution of their duties and responsibilities, appoint committees, to be composed from its membership or other citizens of the city.”

Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  Nays:  None.  Motion to amend carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

Add the word “elected” to the first paragraph on page 4.

Motion Hutchinson, second Holmes, to amend paragraph B-7 as follows:  Any alderman or elected official who shall fail to attend three …. 

Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  Nays:  None.  Motion to amend carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

Motion Farner, second Holmes, to amend paragraph B-4  as follows:  No member of the City Council with a direct or indirect financial interest in any items before the City Council shall participate in the discussion of or voting on such matter.

Discussion followed that an Alderman might be able to provide insight into a particular company; that company representatives may also be present to provide information; and that by speaking on the behalf of a company it may give that company an advantage or color the vote of other aldermen.

Roll call:  Ayes:  Farner, Holmes.

Nays:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Berdine.

Motion to amend defeated:  Ayes 2.  Nays 3.


Motion Hutchinson, second Borhauer, to amend by adding the following:

“Recorder/Treasurer shall, a behalf of the governing body, keep a journal of the proceedings of all regular and special meetings of the town council.  Said journal shall be kept in the Recorder/Treasurer’s office, and shall be open to the inspection and examination of any citizen.”
Discussion was held on what was meant by a Journal and the Recorder/Clerk is already required to keep minutes of the proceedings of the Council.


Roll call:  Ayes Hutchinson.


Nays:  Farner, Holmes, Borhauer, Berdine


Motion to amend defeated:  Ayes 1.  Nays 4.


Mayor Anderson indicated this was the first reading and the changes would be incorporated into the document for the next meeting. 

ORDINANCE - CREATION OF MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE, RELATING TO ESTABLISHING PURCHASING/PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES – Alderman Berdine read the proposed Ordinance.


Discussion:


Mayor Anderson questioned the authority given to the Mayor in paragraph A (5) as the council is being asked to amend the budget when they had no say in the dollars being spent.  He felt the Council should give approval prior to spending up to $20,000 if it was a non-budgeted item.


Motion Anderson, second Farner, to amend paragraph A (5) to be reworded  so that the Mayor would not be allowed to spend up to $20,000 over and above the approved budget without prior Council approval.


Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.


Nays:  None.


Motion to amend carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.


Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to amend paragraph C (2) to coincide with the language in A (5) so that the Mayor would not be allowed to expend funds without prior council approval for any amount.


Discussion noted that there should be some flexibility allowed.


Roll call vote:


Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner


Nays:  Holmes, Berdine


Motion to amend carried.  Ayes 3.  Nays 2.


Discussion noted that paragraph E (1) should be reworded as the term “disapprove any bills” did not agree with other language in the paragraph.  Alderman Berdine will review.


Mayor Anderson indicated this was the first reading.  Alderman Berdine asked if Council members had any additional comments, to get them to him so he could incorporate them into the next draft and reading of the ordinance.

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-03 – JOINING THE ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE– Mayor Anderson read proposed Resolution No. 2007-03.


Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to adopt Resolution No. 2007-03.

Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  

Nays:  None. 

 Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-04 – ESTABLISHING A PETTY CASH FUND OF $100.00 – Mayor Anderson read proposed Resolution No. 2007-04.


Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to adopt Resolution No. 2007-04


Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  

Nays:  None.  

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-05 – URGING THE ARKANSAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO INCREASE MUNICIPAL AND TURN BACK FUNDS FOR ARKANSAS MUNICIPALITIES – Mayor Anderson read proposed Resolution No. 2007-05.


Motion Farner, second Hutchinson, to adopt Resolution No. 2007-05.


It was noted that the State Senate and House of Representatives, as well as the Governor, believe this will happen, the question is how much of an increase.  It was felt the Council may revisit this item later for a requested increase.


Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  

Nays:  None.  

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-06 – DECLARING A VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF TOWN ATTORNEY AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ADVERTISE AND CONTRACT FOR LEGAL SERVICES – Mayor Anderson read proposed Resolution No. 2007-06.


Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to adopt Resolution No. 2007-06.


Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  

Nays:  None.  

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

APPOINT COMMITTEE TO RECOMMEND SALARIES FOR TOWN/CITY OFFICIALS Mayor Anderson appointed the following individuals to serve on a committee to make a recommendation relating to salaries for Mayor, Recorder/Treasurer, Aldermen, City Attorney based on the full-time positions with normal responsibilities:  Chairman, Alderman Berdine, Alderman Farner, Bella Vista residents Don Modica, Bill Harris and Bob Moore.  He suggested the Committee may want to look at benefits as well, provide rationale for the proposed salaries and/or benefits and a projected start date.  He would like a recommendation by February 26th  for possible council action.

MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The Town/City will be sponsoring a contest to develop a logo for City.  Alderman Hutchinson outlined the basic details of the contest with several additional details to be determined.


Motion Berdine, second Farner, to allow Mayor Anderson and Alderman Hutchinson to decide on the remaining details and get a press release out by Friday, January 26.  Motion carried unanimously.


Next Council meeting would be February 12, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. here at Highlands Crossing.

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

____________________________

______________________________          

Jane A. Wilms, MMC



Frank Anderson

Recorder/Treasurer




Mayor
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