TOWN OF BELLA VISTA

TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

February 12, 2007

Highlands Crossing Conference Room, Lower Level

CALL:  Mayor Frank Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL:  Mayor Anderson, Aldermen Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes and Berdine and Recorder/Treasurer Wilms.  Recorder Wilms declared a quorum present.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

MINUTES OF JANUARY 22, 2007: The being no objection, the minutes were approved as printed.

CITIZEN INPUT/PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  None.

REPORTS:  AD HOC COMPENSATION COMMITTEE – Ald. Berdine thanked the Committee for their valuable input and hard work.  He then reviewed each position reviewed by the Committee and its recommendation:  (a copy of the report is attached)


Mayor – Discussion.  The Council agreed with the proposed increase in salary from $48,000 to $60,000 per year, noting the Mayor is starting a community, not merely running an existing community.


Recorder/Treasurer – Ald. Hutchinson felt the Recorder/Treasurer salary should also be increased, noting the position is also starting from nothing.   

Motion Hutchinson, second Holmes, to amend the report recommendation and increase the salary of Recorder/Treasurer from $36,000 to $40,000 annually


It was also noted the position does not have to be split once Bella Vista becomes a city.


Roll Call Vote:  

Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.

Nays:  None.

Motion to amend carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.


Aldermen:  Discussion.  Motion Holmes, second Berdine, to amend the report recommendation by stating Alderman shall serve without salary in 2007 and 2008 and should only be paid for out of pocket expenses actually incurred.


Discussion noted:

· A number of the candidates expressed their intent to serve for the first two years without pay;

· Councilmen did not realize the amount of work that would be involved once elected; and

· $200 per month would help cover expenses incurred by the Alderman and was not out of line.


Roll call vote:  


Ayes:  Holmes, Berdine


Nays:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner.


Motion to amend defeated:  Ayes 2.  Nays 3.


Motion Borhauer, second Hutchinson, to approve the recommendation of the Committee as it related to compensation for the Alderman.


Roll call vote:  

Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner.


Nays:  Holmes, Berdine.


Motion carried.  Ayes 3.  Nays 2.


Attorney – No change to recommendation.


General Recommendation – It was felt that the date of August 31, 2008 should be changed to June 30, 2008 to be consistent with the review of other positions and that it would be done before individuals would be making their decision to run for office.

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-07 – AUTHORIZING COMPENSATION FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS FOR 2007 – Alderman Berdine read proposed Resolution 2007-07 with amendments.


Motion Farner, second Hutchinson, to adopt Resolution No. 2007-07 with amendments, as read.


Roll call vote:  

Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.


Nays:  None.


Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

ORDINANCE – RELATING TO MEETING DATES, TIMES, PROCEDURES – Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to suspend rules and read the Ordinance by title only as the Council has been provided with a copy.  

Roll call vote: 

 Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.


Nays:  None.


Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

Mayor Anderson read the proposed Ordinance by title only, 2nd reading.

Motion Farner, second Holmes, to amend paragraph 9 (a), Duties and Privileges of the Mayor to read as follows:  An Emergency Clause requires a 2/3 affirmative vote by Aldermen to pass.

This will be consistent with other wording in the ordinance and will accommodate a different number of aldermen once a city.

Roll call vote:  

Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine. 

Nays:  None.  

Motion to amend carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

It was noted there were still some discrepancies in terms being used.  Mayor Anderson indicated this was the second reading and the corrections would be made prior to the next meeting. 

ORDINANCE - CREATION OF MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE, RELATING TO ESTABLISHING PURCHASING/PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES – Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to suspend rules and read the Ordinance by title only as the Council has been provided with a copy.  

Roll call vote:  

Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  

Nays:  None.  

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.


Mayor Anderson read the proposed Ordinance by Title only, 2nd reading.


Alderman Berdine noted the proposed ordinance was reformatted to:  “Items approved in the annual budget” and “Items not approved in the annual budget”.

Budget overage and cost overruns has been further clarified.  Paragraph (2) provided more flexibility than what the Council had recommended at the last meeting.  Paragraph (4) has been cleaned up and (5) provides for holding an auction for sale of municipal property.


Discussion was held on the issue of allowing the Mayor to authorize expenditures not included in the budget; the need for some type of flexibility as $5,000 does not buy much and to make sure that the $5,000 would cover an entire project, not that a Mayor would continue to make expenditures for the same project over several months without Council approval. 


Motion Farner, second Hutchinson, to amend paragraph (2) (a) to read as follows:  Expenditures equal to or less than $5,000.  Expenditures or contracts for necessary items or labor for any full project or line item equal to or less than $5,000 may be approved by the Mayor ….


Roll call vote:  

Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.


Nays:  None.


Motion to amend carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.


Mayor Anderson indicated this was the second reading and the document would be finalized for the next meeting.

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-08 – TOWN OF BELLA VISTA APPOINTMENT TO THE BENTON COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT BOARD– Mayor Anderson read proposed Resolution No. 2007-08.


Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to adopt Resolution No. 2007-08.

Roll call vote:  

Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  

Nays:  None. 

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-09 – AUTHORIZING ANNUAL SUBMITTAL OF STAEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – Mayor Anderson read proposed Resolution No. 2007-09.


Motion Farner, second Berdine, to adopt Resolution No. 2007-09 and change the word “Town” to “Mayor” in the last paragraph.


Roll call vote:  

Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  

Nays:  None.  

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.

ORDINANCE  – ESTABLISH REFERENDUM PROCEDURES - Mayor Anderson gave the first reading of the proposed Ordinance.  No discussion.

ORDINANCE – ESTABLISHING THE PROCEDURES FOR BUDGET PREPARATION, AUDITING AND REPORTING – Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to suspend rules and read the proposed ordinance by title only as members had been provided a copy.  

Roll call vote:  

Ayes: Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner, Holmes, Berdine.  

Nays:  None. 

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0.


Mayor Anderson gave the 1st reading of the proposed Ordinance by title only.


It was suggested that paragraph  (b) 1 b read as follows:  “The Council will have the responsibility to review and approve the reported results of the annual budget in a timely manner.”  


No further discussion.

DISCUSSION OF POCKET ANNEXATION  – Mayor Anderson asked for Council direction on the issue of annexing those areas completely surrounded by the newly incorporated Town.  Mayor Anderson indicated that the Town/City would have to provide the same services to those areas if annexed, as to the areas already incorporated, which includes police, fire, streets and solid waste collection.  As for utility services, the properties would still receive services from the same place, whether it was 2Ton water, private wells, or septic systems.  


A listing of the pocket areas including the number of homes, etc. in each had been prepared by Alderman Holmes.  There were some concerns relating to health issues, as well as, the housing of livestock, etc.


After discussion, it was the consensus of the Council that additional information is needed before pursuing annexation, including:  The amount of roads that would need to be improved and a possible cost; who provides utilities to these areas now and would the City become responsible; would we need to enact building and zoning codes since many of the areas are not under the POA and ACC regulations.  Also, would the annexed  residents have any expectations of the City?


Also discussed was whether language could be included in the annexation that we would adopt the POA policies, or the County Code.  Mayor Anderson felt that the sooner these properties became part of the City the sooner there would be some control.


This will be on the next agenda for further discussion.


Bella Vista Heights Area:  Mayor Anderson noted this area is covered under the POA and ACC, but was not included in the incorporation, and it is not completely surrounded by the incorporated Town.  There are two ways to annex this area: 1) the property owners can request it or 2) we can put it to a vote of the people who live in that area and also those that live in the Town.  Bella Vista does not need Bentonville’s permission to annex and Bentonville could also be able to annex these areas.  


After discussion it was the consensus of the Council that it is worth working towards annexation since it is part of the POA.  They also felt that additional information was needed along with a very specific map of what area was in the City of Bentonville and what was available for annexation.


Mayor Anderson indicated he would have the information available for consideration in two weeks.

DISCUSSION – DISASTER PREPAREDNESS – Mayor Anderson indicated he had received several calls during and after the last ice storm.  While some procedures are in place, he felt that communication could be better as to what services were available and where to go for help.  With the permission of the Council he would like to set up an Ad Hoc Committee comprised of members from the POA, Aldermen and informed citizens to come up with a written plan for future disasters.  The Council agreed with the need for a plan and to the formation of an Ad Hoc Committee.

MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The Town/City is still accepting submittals for the logo contest.


Next Council meeting would be February 26, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. here at Highlands Crossing, possibly in TV room.

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

____________________________

______________________________          

Jane A. Wilms, MMC



Frank Anderson

Recorder/Treasurer




Mayor
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