TOWN OF BELLA VISTA

TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

February 26, 2007

Highlands Crossing, Lower Level

Channel 16 Taping Room

CALL:  Mayor Frank Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL:  Mayor Anderson, Aldermen Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner and Recorder/Treasurer Wilms.  Alderman Holmes and Berdine are absent and excused.  Recorder Wilms declared a quorum present.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

CITIZEN INPUT/PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  


Jens Nielsen, 16 Wandsworth, raised three questions:

· What progress was being made on the 51 items identified by the Taskforce Committee?

· Where are the notices of meetings posted?

· Where are the full details of proposed ordinance available?

Mayor Anderson indicated some progress is being made on the 51 items; the notices of the meetings are posted on the front door of the Town Administrative Offices, on the POA website and are distributed to the newspapers; and copies of the ordinances are available at the administrative offices.


Sid Bivins, 18 Ventnor, raised concerns regarding the approved compensation for the elected officers and questioned if they were reasonable and justified?  Responses were that the salaries were justified and reasonable; office hours will be full time once we take on more responsibility as a city; and that each alderman has assumed added responsibilities including drafting ordinances, serving on committees, etc.

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 12, 2007:  Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to approve the minutes as printed.   Motion carried unanimously.

ORDINANCE NO. 2007-01 – RELATING TO MEETING DATES, TIMES, PROCEDURES – Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to suspend rules and read the Ordinance by title only as the Council has been provided with a copy.  

Roll call vote: 

 Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner.


Nays:  None.


Absent/Excused: Holmes, Berdine.


Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 3.  Nays 0.

Mayor Anderson gave the 3rd and final reading of the proposed Ordinance by title only.

Motion Farner, second Hutchinson, to adopt Ordinance No. 2007-01.
Roll call vote:  

Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner. 

Nays:  None.  

Absent/Excused:  Holmes, Berdine.

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 3.  Nays 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 2007- 02- CREATION OF MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE, RELATING TO ESTABLISHING PURCHASING/PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES – Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to suspend rules and read the Ordinance by title only as the Council has been provided with a copy.  

Roll call vote:  

Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner. 

Nays:  None.  

Absent/Excused:  Holmes, Berdine.  

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 3.  Nays 0.

Mayor Anderson gave the 3rd and final reading of the proposed Ordinance by title only.


Motion Hutchinson, second Farner, to adopt Ordinance No. 2007-02.


Roll call vote:  

Ayes:  Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner. 


Nays:  None.

Absent and Excused:  Holmes, Berdine.


Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 3.  Nays 0.

ORDINANCE  – ESTABLISH REFERENDUM PROCEDURES - Mayor Anderson gave the second reading of the proposed Ordinance in its entirety.  No discussion.

ORDINANCE – ESTABLISHING THE PROCEDURES FOR BUDGET PREPARATION, AUDITING AND REPORTING – Motion Farner, second Borhauer, to suspend rules and read the proposed ordinance by title only as the Council has been provided with a copy.  

Roll call vote:  

Ayes: Borhauer, Hutchinson, Farner. 

Nays:  None. 

Absent/Excused:  Holmes, Berdine.  

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 3.  Nays 0.


Mayor Anderson gave the 2nd reading of the proposed Ordinance by title only.  No further discussion.

DISCUSSION OF POCKET ANNEXATION  – Mayor Anderson gave the Council an updated listing of the pocket areas, noting that two areas have about 1.25 miles of dirt road that would need to have, at minimum, chip/seal placed on them for a cost ranging anywhere from $30,000 to $90,000 depending on the condition of the base.


Mayor Anderson indicated that the process to annex would include the preparation of an ordinance, identification of property owners affected, publication of a 

public hearing notice, notification to the property owners affected by the public hearing, holding a public hearing(s) on the proposed annexation(s) and then voting on the adopting ordinance.  The earliest we could begin would be at the next Council meeting.


It was questioned if the City would need to have building and zoning laws in place prior to annexation.  Mayor Anderson felt the City would need to begin working on those types of ordinances as many of the areas do not fall under the ACC jurisdiction or the County regulations, after annexation.  He felt that building and zoning codes would be separate ordinances from the one on annexation.  He also noted that there is no requirement that the City has to provide either municipal water or sanitary sewer to any of the annexed areas.  


Following discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to move forward with annexation of the pocket areas identified.


Bella Vista Heights Area:  Mayor Anderson noted that annexation of this area requires a different process, either a petition by the property owners or by a favorable vote of the people.  He noted that this is part of the Property Owners Association and the streets are maintained by the POA.  He indicated there are about 117+/- trailers in the park.


Discussion was held on the area to be included, that it was just on the east side of Hwy. 71 and whether it would encompass all lands not incorporated up to the City of Bentonville limits.  It was felt that one map depicting the entire area should be created so that the Council has a clear understanding of the lands that would be included in the annexation.  It was questioned if the American Legion property and Wall of Honor would be included.  Mayor Anderson said at this time it was not, but that he would contact them to see if they were interested.  He also noted that some people have come forward indicating their willingness to start the petition process.


This will be brought back to the next meeting for further discussion with a new map to be prepared and information regarding the American Legion property and whether or not they wish to be incorporated.

Legal Services:  Mayor Anderson indicated that letters were sent to 7 or 8 attorneys as to whether they are interested in providing legal services to the Town/City.  He will set up interviews based on responses received and bring back to the Council as soon as possible.

ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE:  Mayor Anderson indicated his desire to select Perception Accounting Software.


Alderman Farner indicated he felt the Council had the opportunity to build a strong base for the future and felt the InCode software had more controls and flexibility, which would grow with the City.  He had reservations going with the lesser of the two just because of cost.


Mayor Anderson felt the cost was substantial and that if Perception did not do the job adequately, the City could still purchase InCode at a future date and the City would not be out a large amount of money.  He also noted that additional hardware would be needed with InCode software


Further discussion was held on the cost comparison between the two software programs, including hardware costs and annual maintenance fees.  Mayor Anderson noted the reluctance of the Council and re-indicated his desire to purchase the Perception Accounting Software since the expenditure was approved in the interim budget, unless the Council desired to take additional action.  No further action was taken by the Council.

MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:   The Town is still accepting submittals for the logo contest.  The deadline is February 28th.


Next Council meeting would be March 12, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. here at Highlands Crossing.

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

____________________________

______________________________          

Jane A. Wilms, MMC



Frank Anderson

Recorder/Treasurer




Mayor
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