Special Council Meeting

November 5, 2009

CITY OF BELLA VISTA
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

November 5, 2009
City Hall Conference Room
CALL:  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Frank Anderson at 9:30 a.m. 

ROLL CALL:  Mayor Frank Anderson, Aldermen Cox,  Holmes, Rooney, Berdine and Hutchinson.   Also present Planning Director Suneson and Clerk Wilms.  Clerk Wilms declared a quorum was present.   Absent and Excused:  Alderman Farner.

RESOLUTION NO. R2009-37 - AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH WILLIAMS AND HUTCHINSON, ATTORNEYS AT LAW, OF ROGERS, ARKANSAS FOR THE PROVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES TO THE CITY, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES - Mayor Anderson read proposed Resolution No. R2009-37 in its entirety.

Motion Berdine, second Rooney to adopt Resolution No. R2009-37.


Discussion followed:

· Bryan Vernetti is currently the attorney for the Architectural Control Committee and whether this would present a conflict.  It was noted that Attorney Vernetti will be terminating his relationship with the ACC.  It was noted that he would not base his recommendations on the covenants, but rather on what the Council wanted and what was in the best interests of the City.
· Atty. Vernetti is very knowledgeable on the topic of the Bella Vista, knowing the area as well as the covenants and is a “go getter”;

· The City will be hiring the firm and they will work as a team to provide the necessary services to the City.  Atty. Hutchinson will be the prosecutor and Atty. Vernetti would be general council.

· Cost would be a flat $4500 per month which excludes any separate litigation.  This is close to what we are paying Atty. Kelley who was providing 50 hours per month and billing for any additional time.

· The City may not have the face to face contact, but are sure that face time can be arranged when needed.

· Also noted was that Atty. Hutchinson could provide training on HR related issues.

· Discussion was also held on election versus an appointed position and how various communities handle this.

· Mayor Anderson spoke with five individuals and  one other law firm in Rogers prior to making his recommendation.

Roll call vote on motion to adopt:

Ayes:  Cox, Holmes, Rooney, Berdine, Hutchinson.

Nays:  None.


Absent:  Farner


Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 5.  Nays 0. Absent 1.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 a.m.
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