ORDINANCE NO. 2007-15

CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS

PROHIBITING THE DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS IN THE CITY, PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS THERETO, PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATION, PROVIDING FOR AN EMERGENCY CLAUSE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

________________________________________________________________


WHEREAS, the City of Bella Vista deems it advisable to restrict the discharge of firearms in the City to protect the health and safety of citizens; and


WHEREAS, the discharge of firearms poses a danger to citizens of the City; and


WHEREAS, exceptions to the general rule of no discharge of firearms are needed in cases of self defense or defense of other persons.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS:


Section 1:  No person may discharge a firearm in the City of Bella Vista, Arkansas.


Section 2:  As used in Section 1, the term “firearm” means any device designed, made, or adapted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive or any device readily convertible to that use.


Section 3:  It shall be a defense to a prosecution for violating Section 1 of this ordinance that the person is lawfully acting in self defense or in defense of another person as provided by state law.


Section 4:  The prohibition on discharge of a firearm shall not extend to discharge of firearms by law enforcement or military personnel, nor shall it extend to the discharge of firearms as part of any public ceremonial function such as military funeral salutes or color guard presentations.  Furthermore, the prohibition of discharge shall not extend to discharge of firearms at any firing range specifically designed and operated for the discharge of firearms.


Section 5:  The penalty for a violation of Section 1 is a fine of up to $250.00.


Section 6:  If any portion of this ordinance shall be declared invalid or unenforceable, said declaration shall have no impact on the enforceability of the remaining portions of this ordinance.
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Section 7:  EMERGENCY CLAUSE.  The need to impose firearms discharge restrictions within the City is necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City, and an emergency is, therefore, deemed to exist.  This ordinance shall therefore be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval.


PASSED THIS 24th DAY OF September, 2007.







APPROVED:







________________________________







Mayor Frank Anderson

ATTEST:

_____________________________

Jane Wilms, MMC
City Clerk

Requested by:  Mayor Anderson
Prepared by:  Jason B. Kelley, Attorney for the City
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