ORDINANCE NO. 2007-19
CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS

CREATING THE BELLA VISTA FIRE DEPARTMENT, CREATING THE POSITION OF FIRE CHIEF, GRANTING THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AUTHORITY TO FIGHT FIRES OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

_________________________________________________________________


WHEREAS, the City of Bella Vista, Arkansas is a newly incorporated Arkansas municipal corporation in an area that has been well-served by a fire department funded by the Bella Vista Property Owner’s Association, and


WHEREAS, it is the duty of the City to provide fire protection to its citizens, and


WHEREAS, Ark. Code Ann. § 14-53-101, vests the city council with the power to establish a fire department and provide it with proper engines and such other equipment as shall be necessary to extinguish fires and preserve the property of the city and of the inhabitants from conflagration and to promulgate rules and regulations to govern the department as the city council deems expedient, and


WHEREAS, the position of fire chief should be created, and


WHEREAS, state law permits the council to authorize, by ordinance, a city’s fire department to fight fires outside the corporate limits of the city


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS:


Section 1:  There is hereby created a Bella Vista Fire Department.


Section 2:  There is hereby created the position of fire chief.  The fire chief shall have superintending control of the fire department, subject to the authority of the Mayor.  The Mayor shall have the authority to appoint and remove the fire chief, subject to the city council’s right to override the decision by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote, as provided in state law.


Section 3:  The Bella Vista Fire Department shall have the authority to use city owned fire fighting machinery and equipment, with the necessary fire fighters to operate it, to combat fires beyond the city limits of the City.


Section 4:  The need to create a fire department is immediate and necessary for the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City.  Therefore, an emergency is hereby declared to exist and this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval.


PASSED THIS 17th
DAY OF December, 2007.







APPROVED







________________________________







Mayor Frank E. Anderson







________________________________







Date

ATTEST:

____________________________

Jane A. Wilms, MMC

City Clerk

Requested by:  Mayor

Prepared by:  Jason B. Kelley, Attorney for the City
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