ORDINANCE NO. 2008-17
***AMENDED***
CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS

CREATING AN AD HOC A STANDING COMMITTEE TO BE ENTITLED THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

______________________________________________________________________


WHEREAS, providing for the health and safety of the citizens of the City is of paramount importance; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to create an “ad hoc” a “Standing” committee of City Council members, other City officials, community organization representatives and the general public, to be entitled the City of Bella Vista Emergency Management Committee with a purpose of providing a comprehensive emergency management program to reduce injury and loss of life and to protect critical infrastructure within the City; and 

WHEREAS, the committee will assist the City police and fire departments in educating and preparing City residents to recognize the importance of how to respond in the event of emergencies, including weather emergencies, infrastructure failure or other man-made incident.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS:


Section 1:  There is hereby created the City of Bella Vista Emergency Management Committee.

Section 2:
The committee shall include at least one (1) City Alderman who will act as Chairman, and who shall be designated by the City Council.  The committee shall also include the City Police Chief and the City Fire Chief.  One (1) Member of the committee shall be designated by the Bella Vista Business Association, one (1) member from the Bella Vista Ambulance Service, one (1) member from Bella Vista Crime Watch, and one (1) member from the Bella Vista Property Owners’ Association.  The Mayor shall appoint two (2) members who are City citizens at-large.

Section 3:
The Mayor may expand membership in the committee by making appointments of persons who, in his opinion, would provide additional expertise concerning emergency management, so long as the committee has no more than twelve (12) members.

Section 4:  
The City Council representative and other members of the committee appointed by the Mayor shall serve for a period not to exceed term of two (2) years.

Section 5:
The committee shall have no official authority to take any legal or binding action, but shall serve in a role of providing guidance, education and training to the public and to the City regarding emergency management issues.

Section 6:
Meetings of the committee and access to committee records shall be subject to the Arkansas Freedom of Information Act.

Section 7:
EMERGENCY CLAUSE.  The need to provide for a City Emergency management Committee is necessary to provide for the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City.  Therefore, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, and this Ordinance shall take full force and effect from and after its passage, approval and publication, as provided by law.


PASSED THIS 25th DAY OF August, 2008.







APPROVED:







____________________________







Mayor Frank E. Anderson

ATTEST:

____________________________________

Jane A. Wilms, MMC/CAMC

City Clerk

Requested by:  Mayor

Prepared by:  Jason B. Kelley, Attorney for the City

