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ORDINANCE NO. 2008-20
CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS

REGULATING FALSE ALARMS, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY,

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
_____________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the Bella Vista Police Department and Bella Vista Fire Department are frequently dispatched to alarm calls by persons or organizations operating security and/or fire alarm systems; and


WHEREAS, the large majority of those calls are false alarms creating additional expense and a waste of time and effort by police and fire personnel and also placing other citizens at risk if another legitimate emergency were to occur while officers were away from the station handling a false alarm; and


WHEREAS, it is deemed advisable to regulate false alarms to provide private property owners an incentive to properly use and maintain their alarm system with the fewest false alarms as possible.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS:

Section 1:

DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this section, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section:
Alarm system  shall mean any mechanism, equipment or device designed to detect the unlawful entry or attempted unlawful entry into any premises, to detect a robbery in progress, or to detect a fire in the City, the report of which is then transmitted to or through or is in any manner connected with a communications system which is designed to operate automatically or ultimately through the use of public telephone facilities to transmit a signal, message or warning to the alarm company, police department or fire department.  
False alarm shall mean alarms attributable to faulty equipment, negligence on the part of the manufacturer or installer or user of said equipment. False alarms do not include those alarms caused by Acts of God.  
Subscriber shall mean any person utilizing an alarm system in the City.  
Police Department shall mean the Bella Vista Police Department or a law enforcement officer working as part of the Department.  

Section 2:  

It shall be unlawful for a subscriber to permit more than two false alarms within six months of the date of the first false alarm. The subscriber shall be subject to a fine of up to $100.00 per violation.  This Ordinance shall be enforced by the police department
Section 3:
It is the responsibility of the subscriber to provide accurate and detailed directions for responding to the person(s) or entity responsible for monitoring the alarm; so that said directions can be relayed to police or fire dispatchers in the event of an actual alarm.
Section 4:

This Ordinance, with the exception of Section 3, does not apply to any and all hospitals, schools, nursing homes or governmental agencies.

Section 5:  

Any ordinance or part of ordinance in conflict with the terms of this Ordinance is hereby deemed superseded and repealed.

Section 6 – EMERGENCY CLAUSE:

The need to provide for regulation of false alarms is immediate and necessary for the health, peace, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City.  An emergency is therefore declared to exist and this Ordinance shall have full force and effect from and after its passage, approval and publication as provided by law.


PASSED THIS 24th DAY OF November, 2008.








APPROVED:








__________________________








Mayor Frank E. Anderson

ATTEST:
_____________________________

Jane A. Wilms

City Clerk/Treasurer

Requested by:  Alderman Arlene Hutchinson

Prepared by:  Jason B. Kelley, City Attorney
(Revised 09.19.08; 10/27/08)
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