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ORDINANCE NO. 2011- 13
CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS

CREATING A STANDING COMMITTEE TO BE ENTITLED THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA FIREWISE BOARD, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

______________________________________________________________________


WHEREAS, providing for the health and safety of the citizens of the City is of paramount importance; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bella is recognized as a Firewise Community/USA that has homes in the wildland/urban interface that are considered at risk; and


WHEREAS, the City as a Firewise Community must create a standing committee made up of homeowners, fire professionals and/or members of other interest groups, to be entitled the City of Bella Vista Firewise Board with the purpose of developing a Community Wildfire Protection Plan including the holding of “Firewise Days”; and

WHEREAS, the Board will assist the Fire Department in educating and preparing City residents minimize risk to their homes and to learn how to respond in the event of wildland fires.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS:


Section 1:  
There is hereby created the City of Bella Vista Firewise Board.

Section 2:
The committee shall be made up of the City Emergency Management Committee.  Its membership is defined in Ordinance No. 2008-17.

Section 3:
The Mayor may expand membership in the committee by making appointments of persons who, in his opinion, would provide additional expertise concerning wildland fires, so long as the committee has no more than twelve (12) members.

Section 4:  
The committee shall have no official authority to take any legal or binding action, but shall serve in a role of providing guidance, education and training to the public and to the City regarding wildland fires.
Section 5:
Meetings of the committee and access to committee records shall be subject to the Arkansas Freedom of Information Act.

Passed and adopted this 24th day of October, 2011.

Motion to adopt made by: Alderman Berdine

Ayes:  Farner, Shrum Wozniak, Rooney, Berdine Hutchinson

Nays:  None

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes. 6.  Nays 0.







APPROVED:







____________________________







Mayor Frank E. Anderson

ATTEST:

__________________________

Jane A. Wilms, MMC/CAMC

City Clerk

Approved as to form:

__________________________

Bryan S. Vernetti, City Attorney

Requested by:  Mayor

Prepared by:  Jane Wilms, City Clerk
Published: November 2, 2011

Effective:  December 2, 2011

