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AMENDING ORDINANCE 2009-24 THAT ADOPTED LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO THE ARKANSAS FIRE PREVENTION CODE, PROVIDING REQUIREMENTS FOR PERMITTING, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES



WHEREAS, the City of Bella Vista adopted the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, consisting of three (3) volumes, under Ordinance 2009-04; and provided local amendments to this Code under Ordinance 2009-24; and
WHEREAS, the City of Bella Vista may adopt local amendments to the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code which exceed the standards of said Code; and

WHEREAS, it is desirous to establish requirements for the issuance of permits, to allow for the transfer of permits to successor contractors or owners, and to clarify minimum footing requirements for structures.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS:


Section 1: Section 5(A) of Ordinance 2009-24 is hereby amended to read as follows:

A. Permits.

(1) Fees Paid. A permit shall not be issued until the fees prescribed have been paid. Nor shall an amendment to a permit be released until the additional fee, if any, due to an increase in the estimated cost of the building, structure, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, or gas systems has been paid.

(2) Penalty for no permit. For any work commenced without a permit as required above, permit fees will be double that of the currently adopted schedule.
(3)
License and Insurance Required. A permit for construction of any improvement may not be issued by the Planning and Code Enforcement until such time as the contractor for such work has provided a copy of the contractor’s license required under Section 6, below. Further, a contractor must furnish the Department with evidence of General Liability Insurance coverage prior to issuance of a permit.
(4)
Transferring a Permit. The Director of Planning and Code Enforcement is authorized to transfer valid building permits for residential and commercial construction subject to the following procedures and conditions.
a. Application. When a permit must be transferred, the owner and contractor must fill out a building permit application completely for review by the Planning and Code Enforcement Department.
b. Applicants. A building permit may be transferred only from contractor to contractor or owner to owner. Proof of ownership and / or contractor authorization must be provided in the application package.
c. Timeframes. Building permits for residential and commercial construction may be transferred if such permits are valid, subject to expiration timeframes provided in the Building Codes and in Section 5, below, or within six (6) months of the last inspection on record with the Planning and Code Enforcement Department, whichever is greater.
d. Limit. Building permits may only be transferred one (1) time regardless of contractor or owner changes. Any requested transfers beyond this limit shall be treated as a new application for a building permit.

e. Plan Revisions. Minor revisions to previously approved plans must be submitted at time of application and should be noted on the plan set in red ink. Major revisions to previously approved plans will require the submission of new plan sets. The severity of revisions, major or minor, shall be determined by the Director of Planning and Code Enforcement.

f. Reinspection Required. Prior to the transfer of a permit, the Planning and Code Enforcement Department must conduct a reinspection of the property to ensure safety and stability of the construction, and to confirm previous inspections have not been invalidated from exposure to the elements, vandalism, or other such circumstances. Such inspection shall be provided by the Department at no charge to the applicant if the construction has progressed to the rough-in inspection phase. Otherwise, the applicant will be required to provide certification from an architect or engineer stating that the construction is safe and stable for continued progress. 
(5) 
Expiration. Every permit issued hereunder shall expire by limitation and become null and void if construction/installation authorized by permit is not commenced within six months from the date of such permit, or if the construction/installation authorized by such permit is abandoned for a period of six months at any time after the construction/installation is commenced. Before such installation can begin or be recommended, a permit extension fee shall be paid or a new permit shall be secured for the unfinished portion of the installation as required by the Building Official.

 (6) 
Exemptions from permit fees.  The Mayor may exempt all or part of the applicable permit fees if the reduction or waiver would serve the public interest, alleviate an unfair burden upon an applicant, or be beneficial to the City as a whole.
Section 6:  Homebuilders Licensing.

Adoption by reference. There is hereby adopted by the City Council, by reference thereto, the provisions set forth in A.C.A §17-25-501 et seq., save and expect such portions of said code as may de deleted, modified, or amended herein.


Section 2: Section 7(D) of Ordinance 2009-24 is hereby amended to read as follows:

D. Footings and Foundations. Building, structures, and parts thereof shall be designed and constructed in accordance with strength design, load and resistance factor design, allowable stress design, empirical design, or conventional construction methods, as permitted by the applicable material chapters of the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code and this section.

1. The minimum width of a concrete footing for one story building shall be 18 inches. The minimum width of a concrete footing for two-story buildings or greater shall be 24 inches. All footings shall be reinforced with horizontal steel rebar; and
2. The minimum continuous horizontal footing rebar size shall be two #4's in an 18 inch footing and three #4's in a 24 inch footing with each supported a minimum of three inches (3”) from all sides of the footing; and

Motion to adopt made by Alderman Berdine.

Ayes:  Farner, Shrum, Wozniak, Rooney, Berdine, Hutchinson

Nays:  None

Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 6.  Nays 0.

PASSED THIS 19th  DAY OF DECEMBER, 2011
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____________________________

Mayor Frank Anderson
ATTEST:

________________________

Jane A. Wilms, CAMC/MMC

City Clerk
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________________________

Bryan S. Vernetti

City Attorney

Prepared by: Christopher Suneson, Director of Planning and Code Enforcement
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