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ORDINANCE NO. 2011-16
CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS

AMENDING ORDINANCE 2009-17, THAT ADOPTED THE ARKANSAS PLUMBING CODE, TO REQUIRE BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICES FOR IRRIGATION SYSTEMS AND PERMITTING THEREOF, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

_____________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the City of Bella Vista adopted the Arkansas Plumbing Code, 2006, and as it may from time to time be amended, as well as various local amendments thereto, under Ordinance 2009-17; and 

WHEREAS, the Arkansas Plumbing Code lacks clear guidance on whether owners and installers of irrigation systems must obtain a plumbing permit; and


WHEREAS, the Arkansas Plumbing Code requires backflow prevention devices on plumbing and irrigations systems to prevent cross contamination into public supply lines.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS:

Section 1:  Section 2, Additional Requirements / Permitting, of Ordinance 2009-17 is hereby amended to read as follows:
(a) Application.  All plumbing and irrigation work, unless specifically exempt herein, shall require the application for and approval of a plumbing permit from the City prior to beginning plumbing or irrigation installations in the corporate limits of the city, and on water and sewer systems owned by or which may become owned by the city, whether or not located within the corporate limits of the city.

(b) Documentation.  No plumbing permit shall be issued until the following has been received:

(i) Plumbing permit issued by the Arkansas Department of Health, as required.

(ii) Plans and specifications approved by the Arkansas Department of Health, as required.

(iii) Arkansas Department of Health or its designated representative’s approval of an individual sewage disposal system when a sanitary sewer system is not available for use.

(c) Irrigation Permits. Owners and installers of irrigations systems shall obtain an irrigation plumbing permit prior to installation of any irrigations system. Irrigation system backflow prevention devices must be accepted and approved by the appropriate water utility prior to permit issuance.
(d) Minor repairs.  No permit is required for minor repairs to faucet, valves, supply lines, appliances, replacement of submersible pumps, and the removal of stoppage.

(e) Issuance of Permits.  The city is authorized to issue plumbing and irrigation permits to the following:

(i) Arkansas State licensed master plumbers.
Section 2: Section 4, Inspections and Tests, of Ordinance 2009-17 is hereby amended to read as follows:
(a) Inspections of plumbing installations shall be made before covering, and with required test as follows:

(i) Underground;

(ii) Under slab;

(iii) Rough-in; and/or

(iv) Multi-story rough-in; and

(v) Final.

(b) In addition to the above, inspection of irrigation installations shall be made to confirm backflow prevention requirements. 
(c) The city shall have the right to inspect and may require tests for existing plumbing installations when there is reason to believe that such system is not safe for the use it is intended.  When such inspection or tests indicate a faulty or unsafe system, the system shall be made safe to the satisfaction of the inspector before the system is used.  Any person or entity providing potable water service shall immediately terminate service to any system that is deemed faulty or unsafe by the city.

Motion to adopt made by Alderman Rooney
Ayes:  Farner, Shrum, Wozniak, Rooney, Berdine, Hutchinson
Nays:  None
Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 6.  Nays 0.

PASSED THIS 19th  DAY OF DECEMBER, 2011








APPROVED:

ATTEST:





/S/Mayor Frank Anderson

/S/Jane A. Wilms, CAMC/MMC

City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

/S/Bryan S. Vernetti

City Attorney

Prepared by: Christopher Suneson, Director of Planning and Code Enforcement

Published:  December 28, 2011;  Effective:   January 27, 2012

