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ORDINANCE NO. 2011- 18
CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS

As Amended
Creating an Ambulance Service to be operated by the 
City of Bella Vista, Arkansas
______________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City that an ambulance service continue to be provided to the citizens; and


WHEREAS, the City is currently provided ambulance service by the Bella Vista Ambulance Services, Inc. which is a private, non-profit organization; and


Whereas, that after years of providing a high-quality, essential service to the citizens of the City, The Bella Vista Ambulances Services, Inc. is disbanding; and


Whereas, the Bella Vista Ambulance Services, Inc. has or will donate to the City all of the assets essential to providing an ambulance service to the City; and


WHEREAS, it is necessary that the City form an ambulance service to provide for the welfare and wellbeing of the citizens of the City and surrounding areas. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS:


Section 1 – Established:  There is hereby created the ambulance service of the City, which service is charged with the responsibility of providing ambulance service within the corporate limits of the City and as much of the surrounding area as may be reasonable and practicable in the judgment of the officials supervising the operation of the service. Said service shall comply with the Arkansas State Board of Health, Office of Emergency Medical Services and Trauma Systems, Rules and Regulations for Emergency Medical Services.

Section 2 – Supervision:
The direction and supervision of the City ambulance service shall be under the direct control of the fire chief, who shall in turn be under the general supervision of the mayor. The officials shall promulgate such regulations governing the operation of the ambulance service as may be necessary to carry out the responsibilities of the service. 

Section 3 – Service Outside City: The ambulance service of the City created by this ordinance is hereby authorized to continue providing service under existing mutual aid agreements with nearby jurisdictions and/or ambulance services.  The ambulance service is also authorized in the future to contract and/or enter into mutual aid agreements to provide its service to areas or persons, outside the corporate limits upon such terms and conditions as may be approved by the City Council. 


Section 4 – Reports:  A monthly ambulance report shall be prepared by the fire department for distribution to the city council and the mayor. The report should contain as a minimum, the following information: 

(1) Number and type of medical responses for the month;
(2) Call statistics by geographical zone;

(3) Year-to-date revenue for the ambulance service (information to be provided by city finance).


Section 5 – Collections: 
(a)  Every reasonable effort shall be made to collect charges due the City at the time ambulance service is rendered.

(b)  The fire chief shall designate one of his department personnel to prepare all insurance claim forms and related documents.
(c)  Pursuant to the discretion of the fire chief and the mayor, delinquent accounts will be collected in the most cost efficient manner.

(d) A complete file of all unpaid accounts receivable shall be maintained in the fire department.


Section 6 – Rates:  The ambulance service authorized by this article shall be provided at the rates currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time. 


Section 7 – EMERGENCY CLAUSE:  The need to create the City’s ambulance service is immediate and necessary for the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City.  An emergency is therefore declared to exist and this Ordinance shall take full force and effect from and after its passage, approval and publication as provided by law.
Motion to adopt made by:  Alderman Wozniak
Ayes:  Farner, Shrum, Wozniak, Rooney, Berdine, Hutchinson
Nays:  None.
Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 6.  Nays 9.







Passed this 19th day of December, 2011.







APPROVED:

ATTEST:




/S/Mayor Frank E. Anderson

/S/Jane A.  Wilms, CAMC/MMC
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

/S/Bryan S. Vernetti, Attorney

Requested by:  Mayor

Prepared by:  Bryan S. Vernetti, Attorney for the City
Published:  December 28, 2011

Effective:  December 28, 2011
