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ORDINANCE NO. 2011-19
CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS
As Amended
AMENDING SECTION 9, IMPOUNDMENT, OF ORDINANCE No. 2008-01, WHICH ESTABLISHED THE CITY ANIMAL CONTROL REGULATIONS,

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

______________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2008, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2008-01 providing for the animal control regulations in the City of Bella Vista, and


WHEREAS, the City of Bella Vista contracts with the Bella Vista Animal Shelter for the care and shelter of impounded stray dogs and cats; and

WHEREAS, the Bella Vista Animal Shelter has adopted a policy of offering animals up for adoption or destruction after five (5) days of impoundment, due to the overcrowding at the shelter; and

WHEREAS, City ordinance currently provides for a seven (7) days period before destruction or adoption. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS:
Section 1.  Ordinance #2008-01, Section 9: Impoundment, is hereby amended to read as follows:

SECTION 9:  IMPOUNDMENT.

(a)
Any dog found to be at large within the City may be picked up by the Animal Control Officer and impounded in the Animal Shelter and there confined in a humane manner.  Dogs which are not claimed by their owners or an authorized representative identified in writing by the owner within five (5) days may be put up for adoption or destroyed at the discretion of the Animal Shelter in a humane manner.


(b)
Prior to the destruction of any dog found running at large, where the dog carries its owner’s address, the Animal Control Officer shall give the dog’s owner at least five (5) days notice of the date of the proposed destruction of the dog.  This notice shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, and shall otherwise conform to Ark. Code Ann. Section 14-54-1102.


(c)
The owner of an impounded dog who refuses to claim his animal shall be deemed to have abandoned the dog in violation of this Ordinance.


(d)
Upon impounding a dog, the Animal Control Officer shall take reasonable steps to notify the owner of the dog so impounded, and inform him of the condition whereby they may regain custody of such animals.  Failure of the Animal Control Officer to give actual notice to a dog owner shall not preclude the Animal Control Officer or the Animal Shelter from taking any action stated in this section.
Section 2.  This ordinance shall be in full effect and force upon its passage and publication as required by law.

Motion to adopt made by: Alderman Wozniak
Ayes:  Farner, Shrum, Wozniak, Rooney, Berdine, Hutchinson
Nays:  None
Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 6.  Nays 0

Passed this 19th day of December, 2011.






APPROVED:

/S/Mayor Frank E. Anderson

ATTEST:

/S/Jane A. Wilms, CAMC/MMC

City Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
/S/Bryan S. Vernetti, Attorney

Requested by:  Mayor Anderson
Prepared by:  Clerk Wilms
Published:  December 28, 2011
Effective:    January 27, 2012
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