RESOLUTION N0. R2009-10
CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO APPLY FOR A GRANT UNDER THE COPS HIRING RECOVERY PROGRAM TO OBTAIN UP TO FOUR POLICEMEN AND DECLARING THE COUNCIL INTENT TO FUND NECESSARY EQUIPMENT FOR THOSE POSITIONS AND TO FUND THE POSITIONS FOR A MINIMUM OF TWELVE MONTHS AFTER THE GRANT PERIOD.

WHEREAS, as part of the Federal Government stimulus package there is a grant program that funds the hiring of policeman to assist law enforcement agencies in increasing their community policing program and crime prevention efforts, and

WHEREAS, although the study group currently reviewing public safety needs for the immediate future are not yet complete with their study they have recognized that a need exists and will be recommending some level of increase for the police department, and

WHEREAS, the grant program has a relatively short application period which expires on 14 April, and
WHEREAS, the grant program if approved for Bella Vista would pay all basic costs including pay and fringe benefits for the number of policeman approved for a total of 3 years and requires the City to assume all costs for the approved officers for a minimum of one year after the grant period ends, and
WHEREAS, there will be additional costs incurred by the City that are not covered by the grant including necessary equipment to make the policemen effective including uniforms, weapons and vehicles.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS:

Section 1.  Authorize the Mayor to submit a grant application requesting up to four policeman positions under the current stimulus COPS Hiring Recovery Program.


Section 2.  Declare the Council intent to fund necessary equipment to make the newly hired policeman productive and to obtain necessary revenue to allow retaining the positions for a minimum of twelve months after the grant expires.
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Passed and adopted this 23rd day of March, 2009.






____________________________

ATTEST:



Mayor Frank E. Anderson

______________________
Jane A. Wilms, CAMC/MMC

City Clerk
