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RESOLUTION NO. R2009-11
CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS

A RESOLUTION SETTING THE FEE FOR COPYING AND/OR TRANSMITTING DOCUMENTS REQUESTED PURSUANT TO THE ARKANSAS FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

______________________________________________________________________


WHEREFORE, the Arkansas Freedom of Information Act (Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-105), hereinafter the “Act”, provides that the City may charge a fee for the reproduction of records requested pursuant to the Act; and


WHEREFORE, the Act provides that “any fee for copies shall not exceed the actual costs of reproduction, including the costs of the medium of reproduction, supplies, equipment, and maintenance, but not including existing agency personnel time associated with searching for, retrieving, reviewing, or copying the records;” and


WHEREFORE, the City “may also charge the actual costs of mailing or transmitting the record by facsimile or other electronic means;” and

WHEREFORE, the City may provide copies “without charge or at a reduced charge if the custodian determines that the records have been requested primarily for noncommercial purposes and that waiver or reduction of the fee is in the public interest;” and


WHEREFORE, the City must provide an itemized breakdown of charges to the requestor for copying and transmitting records requested pursuant to the Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS:


Section 1:  Fees Generally.

(a) The fee for copies of records requested pursuant to the Arkansas Freedom of Information Act shall be 25 cents per page, which amount does not exceed the actual costs of reproduction, including the costs of the medium of reproduction, supplies, equipment, and maintenance, but not including existing agency personnel time associated with searching for, retrieving, reviewing, or copying the records.


(b)  If the fee for copies of records is estimated to exceed a total of twenty-five dollars ($25.00), then the requestor must pay the fee in advance.


(c)  If copies of records are requested to be mailed, the City shall collect and bill for the actual costs of postage related to the mailing.


(d)  All fees collected shall be itemized and provided to the requestor.


Section 2:  Fee Waiver.

Copies may be furnished without payment of a fee if the requestor certifies, in writing, that the requested information is primarily for noncommercial purposes.  In no event may a fee for copies of records exceeding five (5) pages be waived as provided herein, nor may a fee for copies of records which are mailed be waived.

Section 3:  Other Provisions Unaffected.

The provisions of this Resolution shall not apply to copies of traffic accident reports or any other document the costs of duplication of which are governed by other provisions of law.


PASSED THIS 26th DAY OF MAY, 2009.







APPROVED:








______________________________








Mayor Frank E. Anderson

ATTEST:

____________________________
Jane A. Wilms, CAMC/MMC
City Clerk/Treasurer

Requested by:  Mayor

Prepared by:  Jason Kelley, City Attorney
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