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RESOLUTION NO. R2009-14

CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS

STATING THE INTENT AND POLICY OF THE CITY REGARDING FUTURE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENT/EMS NEEDS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

_____________________________________________________________________


WHEREAS, Alderman Doug Farner headed a committee of citizens (Bella Vista Operational Planning Committee) charged with studying future needs of the City regarding future police, fire and EMS needs of the City and the financing of said needs; and

WHEREAS, the committee has developed a report and set of recommendations to the City concerning these issues; and


WHEREAS, the City deems it advisable to accept the recommendations of the committee with some modifications and adopt them as the intent of the City regarding future police, fire and EMS staffing and finance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS:


Section 1:  The recommendations of the Bella Vista Operational Planning Committee are hereby adopted as the intent and policy of the City regarding future police, fire and EMS needs of the City, with the following modifications:
a. Expenses incurred in meeting future needs should be phased in and incurred on a “pay as you go” basis.

b. The amount of any proposed future sales tax revenue dedicated to public safety shall be an amount to be determined by the City Council in the future.
c. A committee of citizens should be created as soon as possible, with the approval of the City Council, to establish a marketing strategy for the proposal of a municipal sales tax within the next eighteen (18) months.
d. The percentage for the Police and Fire Departments would be divided according to the prioritized needs of each department the first year and every year thereafter.  This would be done during the budgeting process or amended during the Fiscal year by the City Council as revenue and requirements change.

e. The immediate staffing level  goals be identified as seven (7) additional police personnel and sic (6) additional fire personnel, as costs for these positions would be  closer to anticipated revenues generated by a 1% sales tax, and therefore more likely attainable within a reasonable time.


Section 2:  The Mayor is authorized to take whatever action necessary to facilitate the intent and policy of the City regarding the matters recommended by the Committee.

PASSED THIS _______ DAY OF ______________________________, 2009.








APPROVED:








_____________________________







Mayor Frank E. Anderson
ATTEST:

___________________________________

Jane A. Wilms, CAMC/MMC
City Clerk/Treasurer

Requested by:  Mayor

Prepared by:  Jason Kelley, City Attorney
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