RESOLUTION NO. R2009-16
City of Bella Vista Arkansas

Stating the Intent of the City in Supporting the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funding for the Bella Vista Bypass Segment of Future Interstate 49

________________________________________________________________
WHEREAS, the Departments of Transportation for Arkansas and Missouri will jointly be submitting a discretionary grant application to the U.S. Department of Transportation requesting up to $300 million from the “Supplemental Discretionary Grants” program established in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act; and

WHEREAS, the requested funds will be used to complete an approximately 20-mile segment that is a key, unfinished link in the future Interstate 49 corridor that will eventually connect New Orleans, Louisiana to Duluth, Minnesota and Winnipeg, Canada; and

WHEREAS, more than 3.3 million Americans live in Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA’s) along the future I-49 corridor between Ft. Smith and Kansas City; and

WHEREAS, since 2000, the Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers MSA, in which the Bella Vista Bypass is located, has grown by 27.9%, and the nearby Kansas City, Joplin, Springfield, and Ft. Smith MSA’s have grown by nearly 10% since 2000; and

WHEREAS, extensive delays occur daily along this unfinished segment of the future I-49 resulting in added costs for individual commuters and diversions of truck traffic to nearby capacity deficient north-south highways; and

WHEREAS, the economies of northern and western Arkansas and southern and western Missouri are already closely linked, and this highway connection will further strengthen these important relationships; and

WHEREAS, I-49 will carry north-south traffic throughout mid-America, helping mid-American businesses be more successful, and will improve the quality of life for millions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA ARKANSAS, that the application of the Arkansas Highway & Transportation Department, in partnership with the Missouri Department of Transportation, for federal “TIGER” Supplemental Discretionary Grant funds for the I-49/Bella Vista Bypass – a critical highway project for the Region, as well as Arkansas, Missouri, and all of mid-America – is hereby endorsed. 

Passed and approved this 29th day of June, 2009.





          


_____________________

ATTEST:




           Mayor Frank E. Anderson
Jane A. Wilms, CAMC/MMC

City Clerk

