RESOLUTION No. R2011-23
APPROVING THE HIRING OF ADDITIONAL FIRE DEPT. PERSONNEL
TO FILL VACANCY CAUSED BY RETIREMENT AND AMENDING THE 2011 BUDGET
___________________________________________________________________





WHEREAS, Richard Whitaker will be retiring from public service as a firefighter with the City of Bella Vista during calendar year 2011; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Whitaker will be on paid leave during the months of October, November and December which will leave the Fire Department short-handed in staffing levels; and


WHEREAS, the Fire Chief has requested permission to hire a replacement for Mr. Whitaker prior to his taking his paid leave so as to provide adequate training of the new firefighter and to maintain our current staffing levels during the planned extended leave; and


WHEREAS, the 2011 Budget was adopted based on the 32 original positions when we became a city and the seven (7) additional positions that were added as a result of the City Sales Tax (total 39) and this additional hiring would result in 40 employees for a few months;  and

WHEREAS, the hiring of an additional individual during this interim period may require the  necessity of amending the 2011 Budget relating to salaries and wages for the Fire Department. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA:

Section 1.  That the City Council hereby authorizes the Fire Chief to hire a replacement firefighter after August 1, 2011 so as to provide adequate time for training for the replacement of retiring firefighter Richard Whitaker.


Section 2.  The City Council hereby approves amending the 2011 Budget relating to wages and salaries for the Fire Department in the amount of $30,000 if insufficient monies are available in the accounts.

Motion to adopt made by: Alderman Wozniak
Ayes:  Farner, Shrum, Wozniak, Rooney, Berdine, Hutchinson
Nays:  None
Motion carried unanimously.  Ayes 6.  Nays 0.
ATTEST:





/S/ Earl Berdine, Mayor Pro Tem
/S/Jane A. Wilms, CAMC/MMC

City Clerk

Approved as to form:

/S/ Bryan S. Vernetti, Attorney

Requested by Mayor Anderson

Drafted by Clerk Wilms

